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NEW SOUTH WALES FIRE BRIGADES
SAFETY BULLETIN 2006/17

Use of Positive Pressure Ventilation (PPV) at Structure Fires

This Safety Bulletin supersed ions of Certifi Il Learning R 2.15b
Ventilation which is currently being reviewed.

The inappropriate use of PPV and introduction of fresh air prior to locating the seat of a fire
and extinguishment can lead to extreme fire behaviour and rapid fire development.

PPV must only be used for the purpose of removing smoke and other products of combustion
during post-fire overhaul. Prior to using PPV, the seat of the fire must be located and
adequately controlled to the satisfaction of the Incident Controller. Once this has been
achieved, standard methods of PPV can be employed during the overhaul process

Note: The use of PPV before the above conditions are met is to cense immediately
regardless of practices that may have been used previously.

The NSWFB is currently researching the use of more advanced applications of PPV during
structure fires with a view to developing effective training to ensure safe operational use.

Conditions required prior to ventilation with PPV fan:
1. Post fire overhaul has commenced (ie fire is located and controlled/extinguished),
A crew is within the structure in full Structural Fire Fighting Uniform and SCBA. with a
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