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· Faster fire  propagation

· Shorter time to
flashover

· Rapid changes in fire  
dynamics

· Shorter escape times

· Shorter time to collapse

Larger 
Homes

Open 
Spaces

Inc. Fuel 
Loads

Voids 
Spaces

Changing Bldg 
Materials

� �%
�����
�

1,500

1,700

1,900

2,100

2,300

2,500

2,700

1972 1978 1984 1990 1996 2002 2008

Average Square Footage of New Single-Family 
Homes

Source:  http://www.census.gov

26% of Houses 
built in 2008 
were greater 
than 3000 ft 2
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Great Rooms

Open Foyers

9-14 ft Ceilings

•All of these features add volume/air which allows the 
fire to grow and smoke to spread.

Open Floor Plans

($
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The contents of 
a single-family 
home.  

Now dominated 
by synthetic 
materials.
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Modern Room Legacy Room

Modern Room Legacy Room
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