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any one was in the upper floors, they would have
been entered by the windows or the roof; but as
the fire took place in daylight, and none of the
neighbours spoke of any one being in the house, it
was thought unnecessary to damage the property,
or risk the lives of the firemen, without some ade-
quate cause. This, however, shows how little de-
pendence can be placed on information received from
the inmates of the premises on fire. Some of the
people who lived on the same floor with this poor
woman, and who had seen her immediately before
they left the house, never mentioned her. I do not
suppose that this negligence arose from apathy, or
any feeling of that sort; but the people were in
such a state of utter confusion, that they were un-
able to think of any thing. But to return :—

If any one get up stairs, he should shut all
the doors and windows as close as possible, which
greatly retards the progress of the flames, and, con-
wequently, gives more time for any after exertions
in extinguishing therm. If the person who has ex-
amined the fire finds a risk of its gaining ground
upon him, he should, if within reach of fire-engines,
keep every thing close, and await their arrival, in-
stead of admitting air to the fire by ineffectual ef-
forts to oppose it with inadequate means. In the
meantime, however, he should examine where a
supply of water is most likely to be obtained, and
communicate that, and any other local information,
to the firemen on their coming forward. If there be
no fire-engine within reach, the person who has ex-
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